
One Church through the Eyes of God 

(Ephesians 4: 1-6) 
 

1)   God of Purpose 

It is not a new thing that our God is a God of purpose, creativity, tranquillity and integ-

rity. Every thing He has created has a purpose of existence. For example, drugs have 

originally been created by God with a good purpose. They can be used as medicine, 

anaesthesia, or pain killers, but only under the control of medical doctors who have 

studied and therefore have got the dedicated authority to use or prescribe it. But those 

who sell and take drugs on the streets are using it abnormally. This is why it then 

causes sickness and death, and we call this drug abuse. Unfortunately, there is a lot of 

abuse in our world. It is because we don’t know or we don’t respect the purpose why 

God has created something or someone. We have child abuse, abuse of marriage part-

ners, human rights abuse, abuse of authority or position, abuse of entrusted money, 

and even abuse of religion or Christianity. But still, God wants to help us to be recon-

ciled with Him and to change. 
 

2)   The Universal Church 

What God had in mind, when He sent Jesus to live on this earth, was to save souls. And 

when Jesus finished His earthly ministry, He prayed that His disciples and all people 

who would believe in Him through their testimony, should become one with Him, with 

the Father and with one another through His glory so that the world might believe that 

God has sent Him (John 17: 20.22). This means that as long as the church doesn’t be-

come one, we will circle around ourselves but not fulfil the purpose that God has for 

us which is, to reach the lost. From beginning, there were no denominations but only 

followers of Christ. The plenty of denominations which we have, today, is only a result 

of human interpretations of the Word of God which have brought us so many different 

doctrines. But anyway, the centre heart of Christianity is our faith in the Almighty God 

Who first revealed Himself to the Jews, and in His Son Jesus Christ as our Saviour. If we 

focus on this, we are one body of Christ, His universal church. 
 

3)   Unity in Diversity 

This universal church does not only include Christians from different denominations, 

but also believers from all over the world with different culture backgrounds. Most 

certainly, the ideal church strategy is not the self-promotion of an exclusive Christian 

community with a strong cultural identity where members of other ethnic groups do 

not feel to be belonging. In mission history, for example during colonization times, 

people did not preach the pure Gospel, but instead, they mixed it with their “Christian-

ized” culture. Even in this case, though the missionaries thought to offer something 

good, many of them caused a lot of harm because they supported slavery. And they 

also neglected the cultures into which they wanted to plant churches, exalting their 

own culture which is very wrong, because in the eyes of God, no men and no cultures 

are superior over another. Rather, every culture includes wisdom of God because peo-

ple seek God, and all cultures also include things that are not of God, because all peo-



ple sin against God. As long as a culture is neglected, this will hinder the progress of 

the Gospel, because people identify themselves with their culture. If we do not learn to 

honour the diversity in which God created men and if we continue to be ethnocentric, 

we will exalt ourselves about God Who loves diversity, and we will destroy rather than 

build the universal church of Christ… I see this danger also in many new established 

immigrants’ churches in Germany who strongly seek to promote a national and cultural 

identity and this way risk to lose the vision of being part of the universal church. This 

can create disunity in the body of Christ in a city and hinder cooperative efforts for 

evangelization. Today, Christians are already a minority in Germany, and it would be 

helpful to unite rather than divide. It’s a pity that we still cling to our denominational 

or cultural differences and splitter into smaller and smaller groups. It’s no wonder peo-

ple think of us to have disunity in our Christian faith which they don’t find very attrac-

tive. We often think that as long as we don’t agree in all parts of our personal faith ex-

pression, we couldn’t have fellowship with one another. But this very wrong (see Ro-

mans 14 and 15). We should learn to tolerate and not overemphasize different expres-

sions of Christian faith. Then, the universal church which can also be called the king-

dom of God will grow. Through the eyes of God, we belong together as one church, 

also in our city. Let’s not allow systems to depart us! 
 

4)   One Body of Christ 

It is important to understand that the church expresses itself in diverse ways as it is 

planted in a variety of cultures. In the diverse cultural expressions of Christian commu-

nities throughout the world, there is still a unity which is the result of the work of God 

through the Holy Spirit. In our daily life, we’re expressing our faith in different ways 

according to our cultural background. A German Christian decorates a tree at Christ-

mas and colours eggs at Easter. No African Christian would ever do this! But the Chris-

tian from Africa finds it hard to only sit still and remain silent when he comes to ser-

vice. He will long to rise up and sing, dance and pray aloud and full heartedly. But 

while we belong to a local church, we’ve first been born into the universal church 

through our faith in Christ. In the book of Revelation, we read the letters that were 

written in God’s name to local churches. After God’s own definition, we have the uni-

versal church which is composed of all who belong to Christ and its practical expres-

sion in the local congregations. Jesus Christ will not come back for denominations or 

single cultures. As Christians of different churches in Germany, it will be good if we can 

see ourselves first as Christians before our national identities come in. Jesus will come 

for His bride who will be purified and who will be one body of Christ. I see a glorious 

future for this unified body of Christ. But if we want to be a part of this, I think we 

should learn to cooperate with one another, now. There will be one heaven for us all, 

no separate districts for Germans and Ghanaians or Europeans and Africans. 
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