
The role of history in national 
development has been ac-
knowledged. It adequately e-
quips the historian to under-
stand his environment. It un-
ravels the eclipsed past and 
provides lessons to guide the 
future. 



The First Native Gold Coast  
Chaplains and Educators 

in the 18th Century  

1.  Jacobus Elisa Johannes Capitein (1717- 1747) 

2.  Philip Quaicoo (Kwaku;  1741- 1816) 

3.  Christian Jacob Protten (1715- 1769) 

4.  Anthony William Amo (1703- ca. 1759) 

    



Jacobus Elisa Johannes Capitein 
(1717- 1747) 

Capitein established the first school 
for both cross culture children and 
the natives’ children in Elmina. He 
convinced the chiefs with the idea 
of later sending the brilliant pupils 
to Holland for further training.  

Apart from his work in education, 
Capitein did much in promoting the 
writing of the local Fanti language. 
Within one year of his arrival in 
Elmina, he was able to produce a 
Fanti translation from Dutch, of 
three important documents: the 
Lord's Prayer; the Ten Command-
ments; and the Twelve Articles of 
Faith.  



Though the traditional educational system in Gold Coast provided 
special training for members of the community, it would certainly 
not have been adequate to modern needs. The building of a formal 
educational system started with the colonial government in the 
form of castle schools in the foreign endeavors in the 1600s and 
later as colonial schools in the 1800s. The native Philip Kwaku was 
trained in England since the early age of thirteen and after his 
graduation became the first African headmaster of the Colonial 
School at Cape Coast in 1766. He held the position till his death fifty 
years later. The Colonial School produced the first generation of 
English educated natives, which had great influence on the deve-
lopment of the country. Prominent among them was George Blank-
son of Anomabu, who in 1861 became the first pure African mem-
ber of the Legislative Council.  

Philip Kwaku (1741- 1816) 



The Multicultural Missionary Couple Protten: 
Christian Jacob (1715- 1769)  and  

Rebecca (1718- 1780)  
With Anna Maria, dead as child. 

(Herrnhut nearby Dresden/ Germany) 
 
  

Protten established the African 
languages in the curriculum. He 
wrote a grammatical introduction 
to the Fanti and Ga languages. This 
was published in 1764 in Copen-
hagen. He also translated Martin 
Luther's Small Catechism into Ga 
and Fanti. He left an extensive li-
terature; especially diaries from Af-
rica and Europe.  
  

Protten expressed his inner con-
flicts about his mixed- cultural iden-
tity with the following words: “(I 
am) a poor heart, as God himself 
knows. (...) I know that I am not the 
man through whom the good Lord 
can achieve anything, yet I cling to 
our magnet (Christ) and cannot live 
without him.”  



Anthony William Amo was the first person of African descent to receive a doc-
torate in philosophy in Germany. His extraordinary scholarly and intellectual 
accomplishments took place during the 18th century. All the more remarkable 
given is the fact that the Transatlantic Slave Trade was the basis for his sojourn to 
Europe. Captured as a young child, he was taken from Gold Coast to the 
Netherlands and later, to Germany. Amo was a student at the University of Halle 
from 1727 on. He started his graduate studies in 1730 at the University of 
Wittenberg and submitted his inaugural dissertation to the faculty there, in 1734. 
In addition to writing and speaking six European languages, Amo completed work 
in logic, metaphysics, astronomy, law, politics, theology, medicine and physiology. 
His teaching career involved serving on the faculties of Halle and Jena.  

Anthony William Amo (1703- ca. 1759) 





The Second Generation 
 

The second generation increased the crossing of the 

cultures. There were for example: 
 

1. Carl Christian Reindorf (1834 – 1917) 

2. Johannes Zimmermann (1825- 1876) 

3. Johann Gottlieb Christaller (1827-1895) 

4.  David Asante (1834- 1892) 

5.  Nicholas Timothy Clerk (1862-1961) 

 

 

 



 Reindorf’s efforts became pivotal 
in the spreading of the Gospel. 
The scientific study of the local 
languages afforded the academic 
world to examine the religious, 
social and moral concepts pre-
vailing in this part of Africa. Fur-
thermore, the linguistic achieve-
ments prepared the ground for 
indigenous scientific disciplines.  

 
 As a result in 1889, the first his-

tory by an African ever written 
for an African country was com-
pleted by Carl Reindorf who had 
been trained to become a mis-
sionary and scholar.  

  

Carl Christian Reindorf and wife  
(1834 - 1917) 

 Picture from Schultze & Deyle 



Familie Zimmermann 
(Catharine ca. 1825- 1891,  

Johannes 1825- 1876) 

Zimmermann chose to live in a typical African house with his family 
which he built in the midst of an African village. When he once had got 
healed by an African priest and medicine man, he had discovered for 
himself that the African natural medicine could be very helpful. In 
1972, a church was built in Odumase, and it was called “Johannes-
Zimmermann-Memorial-Church”. This is an expression of the continu-
ing high appreciation of Zimmermann in today Ghana. 

Another special character of a Ger-
man missionary was Johannes Zim-
mermann who wrote a lexicon as 
well as a grammar in the Ga- lan-
guage and translated the Bible and 
other books into it. In 1866, Zim-
mermann finished a church song 
book with 500 songs from which he 
had written 300 by himself!  



Bible Society (Ga) in Abokobi 
Schultze, Max Otto  and Carl Christian Reindorf    



Johann Gottlieb 
Christaller 
(1827- 1895) 

From 1853- 1858 and from 1862- 1868, Johann 
Gottlieb Christaller served the Basel Mission in 
Gold Coast. He translated the Bible, a song-book 
and many other books. Because of his weak 
health, he finally had to go back to Württemberg 
in Southern Germany, where he continued his 
studies and literature work until his death. In 
1893, Christaller wrote down his thoughts which 
are still up to date:  

 

“A nation is on the path to civilisation when it 
tries to recollect its own history, when it begins 
to compare its present state, to disapprove and 
reject bad observances, and to rejoice in real 
improvement, to learn from the past and to 
progress towards what is better…” 



David Asante was Christaller’s helper; both became close friends 
and partners. Together, they translated the first Akan edition of 
the Bible as well as many Christian songs and prayers, which were 
all published in 1871. When Christaller had to go to Germany for a 
time of recreation, Asante went to the mission centre in Basel to 
be officially educated. Back in Gold Coast in 1864, he was ordained 
as the first native pastor in the Akwapem region and got equal 
rights with the European missionaries.  

David Asante  
(1834- 1892) 



 

 

Nicholas Timothy Clerk was the son of a Ja-
maican teacher in service of the Basel Mis-
sion in Akropong. From 1884 to 1885, he 
received preparational teaching from Johann 
Gottlieb Christaller in Schorndorf (Germany). 
He also assisted him when he was translating 
the Bible into Twi language. From 1885 to 
1888, Clerk studied missionary work at the 
Basel Mission house and got ordained in 
Korntal/ Southern Germany. He went back to 
Gold Coast and became an important missio-
nary and church leader. 

Nicholas Timothy Clerk 
(1862-1961) 



Rev. and Mrs Clerk 



A class of the Seminary in Akropong, 8th November 
1914, with the missionaries Jehle and Sticker." 

Date: 08.11.1914 



Another Missionary Society which worked in close 
collaboration with the Basel Evangelical Missionary 
Society, was the Bremen Mission (Northern German 
Lutheran Mission.) 
  
From 1847 onwards, Bremen missionaries settled and 
worked among the Ewes at the Eastern side of the Gold 
Coast; an area which covered what was later designated 
“Dutch Togoland.” Out of the Bremen Mission emerged 
the present day Evangelical Presbyterian Churches.  

  



The Third Generation 

1. Christian Hornberger (1831- 1881) 

2. Robert Stephen Kwami (1879- 1945) 

 



Christian Hornberger  (1831- 1881) 
and his 2nd wife Rosa Frey 

Christian Hornberger was a mis-
sionary of the Northern German 
Mission in West Africa who in 
the 1890 ceremonial record of 
the 25th governmental jubilee 
of King Karl from Württemberg 
(Southern Germany) was des-
cribed as an “important geogra-
phical, ethnological and lingu-
istic researcher of the Ewe”. 
Hornberger worked about 23 yrs 
among the Ewe people in today 
Togo and Ghana. 



Cartoon with  
Carl Röver and 
Robert Kwami 

  

  

Robert Stephen Kwami was an Ewe pastor who had been trained in Germany at 
young age and was invited by the mission in 1932 for a series of lectures. Because of 
great interest, the number of these was raised to 150 at 82 different places. The 
highlight was in the “Lambertikirche” in Oldenburg, where the National Socialist 
Party had already overtaken the federal state government and tried to stop Kwami’s 
visit. But the church was able to resist, and the speeches of the African pastor were 
visited by about 3.000 people. Afterwards, the church leadership stood up against 
the racism of that party with nine theses. 

Robert Stephen Kwami  
(1879- 1945) 

A hall at Lamberti Church 
named after Kwami 
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Pastor Robert Kwami  
at Vane/Avatime-Togo  
with two chiefs, 1932 

Robert Kwami‘s arrival on the 26th July 1932 
at Timmendorfer Strand (Northern Germany) 


