
I will be with you!
(Joshua 1:5b)

1)   A follower becoming a leader  (Joshua 1:1)
Joshua’s name means “salvation”, and in the Greek language, the name is also pro
nounced “Jesus”. Joshua came from the tribe of Ephraim, the second son of Joseph 
and Asenath, his Egyptian wife (Genesis 41:50-52). How did he become a military 
commander? How did he become the successor of Moses? And under which condi
tions did God say that He would be with him? The book of Joshua is a continuation 
of the history of the Pentateuch, the five books of Moses. It records Israel’s crossing 
of the Jordan river and entering into Canaan after Moses’ death as well as the con
quest and settlement of Canaan by the twelve tribes under Joshua’s leadership. The 
book covers  twenty-five to  thirty years  of  Israel’s  history,  telling how God came 
through with His children and fulfilled the promises which He had promised their 
forefathers. This follower Joshua, who had assisted Moses, now had to wear Moses’ 
shoes. And it is always not easy to overtake the duties of a successful person, for the 
people had identified themselves with the great leader. But through his service, the 
character of Joshua had a personal history of preparation for the leadership of God’s 
people. Living near the end of Israel’s oppression in Egypt, Joshua had witnessed the 
ten plagues, the first Passover and the miraculous crossing of the Red Sea as well as 
God’s  supernatural  judgement  against  the  Egyptians.  During  Israel’s  journey 
through the desert, Joshua served Moses as a military leader in the battle against the 
Amalekites soon after they had left Egypt (Exodus 17:8-16). And he, alone, accom
panied  Moses  up  Mount  Sinai  when  God  gave  Moses  the  Ten  Commandments 
(Chapter 24:12-18). As Moses’ assistant, Joshua demonstrated an intensive devotion 
and a heart for God by often staying for long time in the Lord’s presence (Ch. 33:11).  
He was a man who treasured this holy presence of God. He must have learned much 
from Moses who was his trusted counsellor and guide. We, today, would call this 
function a “tutor”. Moses as Joshua’s great example learned about the ways of God 
and the difficulties of leading the people of God. At Kadesh, Joshua served Moses as 
one of the twelve spies who scouted the land of Canaan. Along with Caleb, Joshua 
vigorously resisted the majority’s report of unbelief (Numbers 14). So for many years 
before Joshua wore the shoes of Moses as a leader he had already shown himself ap
prove unto God and his fellows as someone who was not ashamed of defending the 
things of God. He was known as a man of faith, vision, courage, loyalty, resolute 
obedience, prayer and dedication to God and His Word. By the time he when he was 
chosen to replace Moses, the stigmata upon his life was that he was a man full of the 
Spirit of God (Numbers 27:18; Deuteronomy 34:9). As we can see in Joshua’s life, 
only a good follower will one day become a good leader. They were Jesus’ followers, 
who were one day known as the Apostles who changed the world. 

2)   Get ready!  (Joshua 1:2)        
The keyword in the book of Joshua is “inheritance”. The death of Moses was not a 
surprise  to  God,  for  He had Joshua ready to  continue his  work.  Joshua was not 
strictly a successor to Moses, for no-one accept Jesus Christ may be thought of as suc
ceeding Israel’s great law giver (Hebrews 4:6-10), but Joshua was the one chosen to 
take Moses’ place as the earthly leader of the people. Whereas Moses had been a law 



giver, Joshua was to lead the people to their inheritance. He was destined to be priv
ileged to carry to completion the settlement of the Israelite nation in the Land of 
Promise. This was the vision of the Israelites in their national home which four cen
turies earlier, Abraham had anticipated and that even the great Moses had not been 
privileged to see, was now to be fulfilled under the leadership of Joshua who had 
once been a follower. He should arise with the people, cross the Jordan River and go 
over to the Land of Promise, the land that is flowing with milk and honey. It is the 
Holy Land, the Canaan Land or the Land of Ham. The Canaanites had a far ad
vanced culture,  organised into city states.  They were among the most active mer
chants  and traders  in  the  ancient  world  known to  be  Akebu-Lan.  The land  was 
between Egypt and Mesopotamian. But the Canaanites stood under God’s judgement 
because of their idolatrous religious practises which the Lord condemned as abomin
ations. The Israelites’ invasion was God’s means of judging those pagan tribes, and 
we should remember  that when the Israelites  came and possessed that  land and 
practised the same abominations, God’s judgement came upon them, too. This means 
that the God of all mankind does not practise favouritism, but He looks into every
one’s heart. This year, Joshua 1:5b is given unto us as a Bible verse of the year, and 
we should not only eat the sugar side of it, but take it as a whole with the conditions 
around the promise.  The campaign to capture Canaan was a personal victory for 
Joshua. At Kadesh Barnea, he and Caleb had stood against ten other spies and the 
whole congregation accept Moses. They had insisted that with the Lord’s help, the 
people would possess the Promised Land. Soon after this, God had said that because 
of their faith, Joshua and Caleb would be the only adults to live to enter this land 
(Numbers 14:29.30). The lesson here is: As Joshua and Caleb were prepared to go on 
with God, God was also ever-ready to go on with them, and so it is with us. God 
does still say to us: Arise and cross over Jordan! Has this ever occurred to you that 
Jordan had not been the inheritance for the children of Israel until they crossed over? 
There are many churches, today, that have not crossed over their financial Jordan. In
stead of them going over, they compromise with the world that the world will take 
them over by its Jordan, the banks. Many churches, today, have been destroyed, and 
there have been built supermarkets. My question to you is: Where was Elijah taken to 
heaven? Where did Elisha receive the mantel and with it, the double portion of the 
anointing of Elijah? Where did Naaman the leper came to be healed of his leprosy? 
Where did John the Baptist start to baptise people? And where did God the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit manifest themselves together as one? The Father was 
speaking in heaven, the Son was standing in the middle of the river, and the Holy 
Spirit descended as a dove (Luke 3:22). This all was the Jordan River. The Jordan 
River is a place of God’s sufficiency and revelation to us and our children’s children. 
The question is: Where is the Jordan River which we, personally, need to cross over? 

3)   Wherever you set your feet on…  (Joshua 1:3) 
Who among us does not want God to give him such strong words that every place 
where he or she will set his or her feet on will belong to us? We all want to be suc
cessful in life and prosper in performing godly given tasks. Joshua did certainly want 
this, too, as he prepared himself to lead the people of God into their promised inher
itance. Often, we quote the Scripture to use it to suit our situations in life by claiming 
things by faith. For some of us believe that God wants His children to prosper, espe



cially materially and financially.  We want to drive big cars  and want to  buy big 
houses. Sometimes, we even claim staying permits by faith when we live in a foreign 
nation, and we turn to Bible verses such as Joshua 1:1-8 to support our claims. But if 
we read the text carefully, it will show us some important qualifications for it, be
cause God made the promise conditionally. Imagine you would open someone’s gift 
and claim it would be your own! This is exactly what we would be doing with the 
promises that  God made to His  people  Israel  if  we were  to claim these gifts  for 
ourselves. This does not mean that we cannot claim any Bible verses as Christians. 
For example, it has been known through chemistry that Aspirin is good against head-
aces. So anybody who has a head-ace has a right to use this medicine. And the Word 
of God is also medicine to our spirit. But the person who wants to be well from his or 
her  head-ace  must  meet  the  condition  of  the  medicine.  The  person  cannot  do 
whatever he or she wants and say: Because I have taken medicine it has to go well 
with me. If we consider the conditions that go with the promises in the Word of God, 
it shall be well with us. Then we can say: It does not matter how big the mountains of 
our hindrances may be or how deep the valley or rivers of difficulties may be which 
we have to cross over. With God on our side we will have a future that is brighter  
than tomorrow. Therefore, we’re not afraid of the news’ evil reports or the headlines 
on the newspaper, for we know without a doubt that God Who kept Israel will never 
forsake us. And whatever He has purposed for us to become in Him will be accom
plished according to His spoken Word. One of the reasons why many promises have 
not yet been fulfilled in our lives could be that we have not met the conditions of it,  
yet.

4)   God’s plan for enlargement (Joshua 1:4)
God had promised Joshua and the children of Israel that from the wilderness across 
Lebanon as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, and all the land of the Hittites  
and to the Great Sea towards the going down of the sun should be their territory. In 
many ways, many Bible scholars have a very neat definition of Joshua’s invasion. 
They say that we are dealing with the spiritual aspects of God’s plan for enlargement 
in our lives by saving souls for the Kingdom which is a fight of faith, but Joshua had 
to  use military  power  to  conquer the land.  It  is  absolutely  true  that  the book of  
Joshua is a militant book reporting Israel’s victories in her efforts to subdue and pos
sess the Land of Promise. It has been compared with the book of Acts because each 
one of these two books describes an enlightened people pressing in to secure their in
heritance and employ it in God’s service. Many readers of the Bible may assume that 
Canaan was just a pastoral land of farms, forests and wilderness when Israel moved 
into it. But the land that Israel inherited did already have numerous large and beauti
ful cities (Deuteronomy 6:10-12). These cities were said to be great and fortified up to 
heaven (Deuteronomy 1:28). In fact, Canaan’s society was a patchwork of city states, 
although many of the outlaying areas were somewhat more sparsely populated. So 
when the Israelites invaded the land, they took possessions of developed cities, not 
just  land.  Joshua listed some of these things (Joshua 15:21-63;  18:21;  21:1-40).  The 
Promised Land was urban, too, not just rural. God gave the land to His people com
pletely with these walled cities, houses, cisterns, water systems, trees and vineyards. 
All of these were God’s gifts to His people to use it for themselves and serve Him 
and present Him to the nations around them. However, these gifts were given under 



certain conditions which Moses had spelled out in Deuteronomy 6:12-19. The main 
condition was faithfulness to the Lord. If Israel would continue to follow God when 
they came into possession of the cities, then this would be righteousness for them 
(Deuteronomy 6:25). This condition is for us believers, today, too. We can take the en
couragement from Israel’s experience: Just as God had placed His people in an earli
er urban society to live out His ways, so has He placed us in many urban cities, 
today, to present Him to our societies. If we use this Bible verse in Joshua 1:4, we 
should remember the days of the pagan Roman Empire. Christianity eventually pre
vailed during this time as the dominant social force of promoting equal rights and 
justice. They did their best of planting churches in the key cities of the empire, and 
this is God’s promise to us, too: Wherever we go in the name of the Gospel, souls 
may be won for the Kingdom. We’re not going to look for fame or enrichment, but to 
present God to the people.  

5)   No-one will be able to stand against you!  (Joshua 1:5a)
God assured Joshua that if he  and the Israelites met His conditions concerning the 
promise, no-one would be able to stand against them. For Joshua and the Israelites, 
the possession of the Promised Land was realized and maintained by their faith in 
God which they expressed in their obedience to His Word and in warfare against His 
enemies. In the recent years, we have seen an increase in occult practises and satanic 
rituals, but these things are nothing new. Similar rites did exist in the land of Canaan 
at the time when Israel had left Egypt. God referred to these practises as abomina
tions. The historic context of Leviticus 18 shows that God’s concern had to do with 
religious as well as sexual purity. For the chapter opens and is closed with warnings 
for the Israelites to avoid the ways of the Canaanites. And we know that judgement 
came on the people of God when they refused to walk in God’s ways. This should be  
a warning to us, too, to examine ourselves in the ways we live. For the promise that 
no-one will be able to stand against us is also a promise with a condition. We know 
that in the days of Joshua when Achan disobeyed, judgement came on the whole 
congregation of Israel (Joshua 7). And the Canaanites did also serve as a model of 
how the Israelites were not to behave. In fact, the abominations of the Canaanites be
came a measure of evil against which God did later evaluate the Israelites kings (2nd 
Chronicles  33:1.2).  God is for us,  and He is  willing to demonstrate  His power to 
prove Himself strong on the behalf of those who’s hearts are committed to Him (2nd 
Chronicles 16:9). But for Him to do that, He needs our corporative obedience. Many 
Israelite kings refused to walk in God’s ways, and this was why the same judgement  
which had come on the Canaanites did come on them, too. For God distinguishes 
between those among His people who’s hearts are completely His and those who’s 
hearts are divided between Him and the world. This truth can also be seen in Christ’s 
evaluation of the seven churches in Revelation chapter 2 and 3 where He contrasts 
the faithful over-comers with the lukewarm members of His churches. If we don’t 
want anybody to be able to stand against us, we should dwell under God’s delegated 
authority: “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High God, shall abide un
der the shadow of the Almighty. I will say unto the Lord: He is my refuge and my 
fortress; my God, in Him I will trust” (Psalm 91:1.2). If children dwell under the del
egated authority of the parents, there is a parental protection. But if they try too early 
to do their own things, the parents will be limited to help them. There is a spirit in 



our churches, today, which lacks obedience. We want the promises of God but not 
His correction. How, then, can He be with us?

6)   I will be with you!  (Joshua 1:5b)
God’s fundamental promise to Joshua was: “I will be with you; I will never leave nor  
forsake you”. This is like God’s commitment to all believers in their struggling of 
their faith. He said: “As I was with Moses, so shall I be with you”. We know that God 
had already shown Himself approve in this in all the ups and downs of the children 
of Israel. For example, in the wilderness, the Israelites had complained against God. 
God took away His protection of being with them, and snakes began to destroy the 
people. Then, they came to Moses and said: “We have sinned against God”, so Moses 
interceded for them. The Lord said to Moses: “Make a snake and put it on top of a  
pole. Anyone who has been bitten can look at it and live”. So Moses did as God had 
commanded him (Numbers 21:8.9). Jesus said in John 3:14: “As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so shall the Son of Man be lifted up”. The children of Israel 
looked upon the bronze snake, and they were delivered from their destruction. Why? 
For God was with them. You and I have to look unto Jesus at His final work on the  
cross. For the life giving power of the bronze snake anticipates the sacrificial death of 
Jesus Christ Who was lifted up on the cross in order to bring everlasting life to all  
who look to Him. And those who desire to be delivered from their sins and receive 
salvation must turn their hearts in believing obedience to the Word of God in Christ. 
The lesson, here, is: God did not take away the snakes presenting problems, but He 
gave  them  a  solution  in  the  midst  of  it.  So  in  whatever  situation  we  may  find 
ourselves in the New Year 2006, let us not look for provisions if we have a need, but  
let us look to the provider. If we face sickness, let us not look for healing, but let us 
look unto our divine healer Jesus Christ. Another example how God is with us can be 
seen in the book of Joshua 3:3.4. Here, the people were commanded by God through 
Joshua: “When you see the Ark of Covenant of the Lord your God and the priests 
who are Levites carrying it, you are to move out from your position and follow it.  
Then you will know which way to go since you have never known this way, before.” 
As the people were commanded to look unto the Ark of Covenant, we should fix our 
eyes on Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). In our walk of  
faith, we look to Jesus as our example of trust in God, committing ourselves to God’s 
will in prayer, learning from His endurance in loyalty to the Father and seeking the 
joy of completing the work to which God has called us. He has promised not to leave  
us nor forsake us. Let us bear in mind that God’s promise to Joshua “I will be with 
you” was not out of God’s plan and purpose for His people, but rather, in responsib
ility of their commitment to His plan and purpose for their lives. If we take this as a 
year verse for our nation, we the church must commit ourselves to God’s will and 
purpose for us and in the city in which we live.

7)   Be strong!  (Joshua 1:6-8)
Stand strong or hang on was the message, here, to Joshua. But was Joshua hard of 
hearing? The Lord reminded him three times to be strong and courageous (Verses 6-
9). There must have been an important message in these words. History shows that 
the word “be strong” in the Hebrew refers to “sound legs,” while the word “to cour
age” refers to having a secure grasp or to performing something with difficulties. The 
point  is  clear:  God was  telling  Joshua that  his  success  as  a  leader  depended on 



whether he could stand strong and hold on tightly. Joshua had already experienced 
situations in which he was forced to take a strong stand in the face of the opposition. 
For instance,  when the Israelites  were poised to enter  Canaan forty years earlier, 
Joshua had been one of the only two men who insisted that the nation should move 
forward under God’s power and love. God’s plans, purposes and values which are 
found in these first eight verses of Joshua 1, are a great challenge for us, today, to 
consider what we stand for. In order to possess the Promised Land, Joshua and the 
Israelites had to commit themselves to obey God’s written Word. It was to be their 
central authority as opposed to all human ideas, tradition or religions. This principle 
is applicable to believers under both the old and the new covenant. As Joshua and 
the children of Israel were commanded to be faithful to God’s Word by talking it out 
(Deuteronomy 6:7), meditate on it and obey it fully, the same way we also have to 
practise the Word of God and be faithful to it in all our doings if we want God to be  
with us.  The emphasis  was on the  blessing that  comes  from obedience.  Still,  we 
might be tempted to use Joshua 1 in a general way to claim that God blesses people 
who obey Him. Thus success and prosperity will be claimed as reward for good be
haviour, but the emphasis of the passage is not on the blessing but on the doing of  
the will of God which is written in the book of the law. To Joshua, these were five  
books of Moses, and to us, it is the Bible. Following God’s ways is inherently good 
for us. They are, themselves, the reward (Deuteronomy 29:9). For example, loving 
one’s neighbour as oneself means having a neighbour to love. Not committing adul
tery means a stability and trust in one’s home-life. Therefore, the benefits come in the 
doing, itself, not in some pay off that God gives for good behaviour. What good is 
there for the Christian if he or she has material wealth without a godly character in 
the society? Therefore, we should consider very well what the Bible has to say about 
success and prosperity. God may allow us to have health and wealth for the purpose 
of building His Kingdom, being His mouthpiece to our society and helping people to 
enter into their inheritance as Joshua did. So in all, those who know and obey God’s 
Word will be prosperous and successful in the way that they will possess the wisdom 
and knowledge to live righteously and achieve God’s goal for their lives and for oth
ers. The requirement for prosperity and success is that we should be strong, cour
ageous and diligent, making God’s Word our authority guide for all our belief and 
actions,  studying and meditating daily on His Word.  This  is  how we can obtain 
God’s presence throughout our lives. This message to Joshua provides us with a set 
of general principles for successful living. However, we must never conclude that 
God would be bound to flourish material prosperity to everyone who follows these 
conditions. Such general principles are not absolute guarantees, for they are subject 
to God’s higher choice for each one of us.

8)   Jesus says: “I am with you” (Matthew 28:20)
This promise is Christ’s assurance for those involved in winning the lost and teach
ing them to obey His righteous standards. Jesus arose and He is now alive. He is still 
personally interested in each one of us. He is with you in the person of the Holy Spir
it and through His Word, no matter what your condition is, whether weak, poor,  
humble, apparently unimportant; you should know that He cares for you. And He 
watches with concern every detail of your life trials and struggles, and He gives both 
His grace that is sufficient and His presence to lead you through the storms of life.  



This is the Christians’ answer to every fear, every doubt, every trouble, every heart 
ache and every disappointment.  In our world,  today,  trust  is  easily misused and 
many people’s love proves as unfaithful. But God has given us this Bible verse of the 
year to have hope in Him, for hope is the weapon against the troubles which we face.  
And Jesus came softly, quietly, peacefully touching our hearts and whispering a mes
sage of hope to the world. So just as the name Joshua means “God saves”, the name 
Jesus does also mean the same. Joshua in his role of leading the people of God into 
their Promised Land was an Old Testament foreshadow of Jesus’ New Testament 
role to come to save the world. And He is with us as the shepherd of our souls Who 
is leading us into His perfect peace, for He is the One Who supplies mercy for the  
struggling people.

Trust the One Who is with you! He is the all-sufficient King, and He will build the 
highway of righteousness. He is the One Who heals the sick and cleanses the leper.  
He delivers the captives and defends the helpless. He is the One Who is the source of  
all grace, and He says He is with you. He is the wellspring of wisdom, and He will be 
your doorway of redemption in all that will happen in your life. Learn to trust in 
Him in all that life will bring you. 

Yours in His service, F.P. Arthur  (a missionary from Ghana)
Contact:  peter-steffi@freenet.de


