
GOD’S NEW BEGINNINGS
(Genesis 12)

1)  God’s new method
Abraham’s life focused on the new beginning God gave men after the flood. God turned all His 
attention to begin a new method in which He could reveal Himself to mankind. Genesis 12 can 
be viewed as the great deciding-point in the redemptive plan of God which He promised in 
Genesis 3 after the fall of man. Here, the history of the whole human race was left behind and 
focuses on the story of one man and his family. God’s strategy probably was to have a nation 
who would be faithful to Him to be His witness to the “rest” of the world. Therefore, He chose 
Abraham to be the father of this nation which He had in mind. God’s new method in choosing to 
work through one family is enlightening. Obviously, He wanted to give them His totally and un
divided attention. This is why the Giver of wisdom Himself chose to concentrate His efforts on 
Abraham and his family, giving them the knowledge of His person. He invested His love, time 
and patience in their lives so that they could have His character and reflect Him to the idolat
rous influence of Satan around the world. He also chose this family to be a vehicle through 
which He would bring the Savior and the Redeemer into the world. No wonder, the honesty and 
the policy of God’s investment in Abraham, the nation Israel, the church, Islam and many more 
are marvelous as we are going to reflect the infinite wisdom and perfection of God’s method 
even in Abraham’s mistakes. Who was this man Abraham, the first patriarch? His human origin 
came from the generations of Terah (Genesis 11: 27-32). God prepared Abraham because it 
was Abraham -rather than his father or brothers- who is of historic importance in the redemptive 
line that led to the salvation of mankind. The generation of Terah is mentioned by the divine in
spired writer in order to introduce Abraham into the scene. A long section of nearly fourteen 
chapters in Genesis is devoted to the story of Abraham, and he is frequently mentioned else
where in Scripture. But Abraham’s father Terah and his brothers Nahor and Haram are seldom 
mentioned, again, in the Bible. Terah was among the moon worshipers of Ur. Tradition even 
states that he was a maker of images of false gods. But God in His mercy revealed Himself to 
Terah’s son Abram in an intimate call that is recorded at the beginning of Genesis 12. Referring 
to this call, Steven said many centuries later: “The God of glory appeared unto our father Abra
ham” (Acts 7: 2- 4). This account in Acts reveals that God first called Abram while he was still in  
Ur in Mesopotamia before he moved to live in Haran together with his father, Sarah and Lot. 
This means God called Abram long time before he finally moved from Haran to Canaan with 
Sarah, Lot and their servants. When God calls us, it takes some time until we mature and the 
dream becomes an outward manifestation. Have you received such a call in your life, yet?

2)  Leave your country!  (Separation, Verse 1)
The family of Abram very likely knew something about Jehovah and may have worshipped Him 
as one of the several gods that they had, but didn’t know Him personally. Therefore, Abram’s 
surrounding was spiritual darkness, but he heard God’s call. God told him to leave his country, 
his people and the family of his father’s house. God wanted Abram to cut loose with his idolat
rous past in order to enjoy communion with the everlasting true God and serve Him all his life. 
When God called Abram, he was living in Ur in a well organized culture in a land called Meso
potamia. This city is known today as the city where civilization began. Although God probably 
did not tell Abram at this time that Canaan was to be his permanent home, God was leading 
him step by step into his destiny. So Abram was called to a life of faith walking with God into  
the wilderness; he came out of this big city where he had had everything and now had to trust 
God in the wilderness to provide for him at least as much that he could survive. We as Christi 
ans are also called into our heavenly inheritance. God may require from us to leave our tradi
tions as He required Abram to leave his home.
In the Old Testament, separation was an ongoing requirement for God’s people. They were ac
cepted to be holy, different and separated from all other peoples in order to belong to God as 
His own people. One key reason that God punished His people, the Jews, under the captivity of 
the Assyria and Babylon was their persistent desire to accommodate themselves to the idolatry 
and wicked lifestyle of the nations around them instead of separating themselves and being a 
witness to the others. In the New Testament,  God commanded Christians also to separate 
themselves from the corrupt world-system and from unholy compromises. We must also separ
ate ourselves from false teachers, from those who sin and refuse to repent and from churches 
that have become cults because they teach theological error and deny Biblical truths. Our atti
tude towards them in separation must be one against sin and unrighteousness, but we still  
must have a genuine love for those of whom we must separate ourselves, just as Abraham had 
love for the people around him.



3)  I will make you into a great nation! (Verse 2)
The space dedicated to Abraham in the Bible indicates something of Abraham’s importance: El
even chapters are given to the history of the human race up to this point, but thirteen chapters 
are given almost exclusively to the life of Abraham. The Lord used Abraham to reestablish 
monotheism permanently after the flood. Polytheism was the mostly known form of worship at 
that time. In this idolatrous civilization, Abraham (Abram) heard the call of God that God wanted 
to make him into a nation. Throughout the Bible, we see that God’s eternal purpose has never 
changed. He created man in His own image to enjoy fellowship with Him. Sin has marred that 
image and broken the fellowship, but God is determined to bring back to Himself all those who 
want to be in His family. He will restore His image in them and enjoy fellowship with them. The 
Bible is a story of the redemptive plan of God. Although God’s purpose doesn’t change, His 
methods change. As the world population is increasing and nations are developing, God also 
develops a nation for Himself. This nation is supposed to become the receiver of His word and 
to live according to it. Then, they will provide an appropriate environment for the pure worship 
of God. This way, God will bless them mightily so that other nations will see it and ask them 
about Him. Then, their obligation will be to tell others about God and His revelations (Exodus 
19:5; Isaiah 66:19).
God intended Israel to be a unique people, chosen and set apart for Him for His purpose. The 
people were to respond in obedience and gratitude to God by seeking to keep the command
ments and by offering the prescribed sacrifices of God’s covenant. Even though all nations are 
accountable to God because He is their Creator, still, Israel was supposed to have a unique re
lationship with God because He was their Redeemer from Egypt, the land of bondage. This 
purpose of God for Israel foreshadowed God’s purpose for us, His church and holy nation of 
believers: Israel was to be a kingdom of priests, set apart and consecrated for God’s service 
and a nation of God’s light. Likewise, the church under the New Covenant has these same ob
ligations through Christ Jesus our Redeemer Who has redeemed us from the power of dark
ness and the bondage of Satan to live in His light and walk in His love and to proclaim His sal
vation to the ends of the earth. Therefore, let us become an instrument of God as Christ’s ex
amples through the power of the Holy Spirit in this world in which darkness is increasing (Isaiah 
49:6; Acts 13:7)!

4)  I will bless you and make you a blessing! (Verse 3)
This particularly is speaking of the end of things like an architect who has finished his work offi
cially under the governmental authority, walked to the plot and purchases a huge stand-board 
and tells the world what he is going to do, and everything is finished in his plan before the build
ing is even started. The same way, God had planned Abraham’s end before he even began his 
journey. This sevenfold blessing is as follows:
1.  I will show you a land.
2.  I will make you into a nation.
3.  I will bless you.
4.  I will make your name great.
5.  You will be a blessing.
6.  I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.
7.  Through you all nations on earth will be blessed.

Abraham did not live to see the fulfillment of the first and the last promises, but we have seen 
and will continue to see the fulfillment of all these seven blessings:
1.  The Children of Israel possessed the land of Canaan as their God-given land.
2.  The nation of Israel is great.
3.  The Israelites are spiritually and materially blessed.
4.  Abraham’s name was great among his contemporaries and is now respected as prophet 
and fore-father by Jews, Muslims and Christians.
5.  Abraham is a blessing which resulted even in the re-establishment of monotheism.
6.  Historically, the nations that have been friendly to the Jews have been blessed. And God 
fights also against those who fight the Jews.
7.  The Bible, the Savior and all the blessings of salvation which have come through the Jews 
who descended from Abraham are now being shared with all nations around the world.
This all tells us that there is a reward in obedience.

5)  Abram set off (Verses 4- 9)
The narration of Abraham’s journey reveals from the very beginning the truth that obedience to 
God is essential to a saving relationship with Him. Abraham obeyed the word of the Lord, and 
his obedience is the expression of his true love for God and His will for us. So Abram left his  



home-country and had to trust in God for guidance and all of us Christians are also called to 
forsake all to follow Christ Jesus. Obeying the commands of Christ is not optional for those who 
will have eternal life. Though our obedience to Christ will never be perfect, nevertheless, we 
must be genuine, for it is an essential aspect of saving faith which is springing from our love to 
Him.  Without  that  love for  Christ,  trying  to obey His commands becomes legalism.  To the 
people who love Christ and start to obey Him constantly, Christ the Redeemer promises a spe
cial love, grace and His deepest inward presence (John 14:21.23). Let us follow Jesus in the 
sense of seeking a better country like Abraham who serves as an example for all God’s people! 
We must realize that we are only traveling through this world on our way to our true home in 
heaven (Hebrews 11:16). In Abraham’s true obedience, the Lord appeared unto him and said: 
“To your offspring will I give this land.” This is the first time when Scripture explicitly states that 
God appeared to someone after the flood. This appearance was probably an objective visible 
manifestation of God in the likeness of a human being, indicated in Genesis 18: 1-3. 9.10. 33. 
This visible appearance of the Lord is called “theophanies”.

The revelation of God and His Word are not just for the beginning of the life of faith. His pres
ence goes with us. His blessings increase our faith. He guides us step by step. After Abram left  
Haran and went to Canaan, the Lord rewarded his obedience by appearing to him, again, and 
adding to the original promise that Abraham’s descendants would inherit the land. This was 
when Abram had arrived at Shechem (Canaan). Our obedience to God will also bring us an 
ever increasing manifestation of His presence and the knowledge of His will… There, at She
chem, Abram built an altar, apparently in grateful acceptance of the gift of Canaan as if he was 
taking possession of the land jointly for the Lord and himself. Wherever he went, Abram pitched 
his tent and also built an altar for the Lord. This speaks of family, religion and a daily commu
nion with God. But deep faith in God goes beyond worship in the home. It leads to public wit 
nesses. That is why Abram called on the name of the Lord which is, that he openly proclaimed 
the character of God, demonstrating his faith to the idolatrous Canaanites. And that same prin
ciple goes for us. We are not called to sit in the church and wait for the people to come, but we 
are called to go to the people and tell them about the saving grace that can be found in Christ  
Jesus, our Lord.

6)  A famine in the land (Verse 10)
Obedience to God does not mean that we will never encounter serious problems and trials. Ab
ram had barely arrived at his destination when he faced bitter disappointment. His problems in
dicated a barren wife and the separation from his family, and now a famine was bringing him to 
starvation and was driving him away from the land, forcing him to go to Egypt. Abram’s ex
ample teaches us who are seeking to serve God and try to obey His word that we should not 
think it would be strange if we encounter great obstacles, hardships and problems. It is often 
God’s way with those whom He has called to obey Him. In such a case we must go forward 
with obedience and trust that God is still  working on our behalf  to accomplish His purpose 
through us. In Abram’s trials and temptations, God was faithful and delivered him out of his diffi
culties. Although he was a stranger in the land, he still kept his relationship with God. Wherever 
he went, he built an altar for the Lord. May the Lord help us to learn from his example because 
our faith can only reach full maturity when we face difficulties and oppositions! For the testing 
will provide perseverance, a proved character and matured hope in our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Since obedience to God will not only lead us to do great things for God, but will also at times 
bring us into hardship and destitution (Psalm 34:19), neither does faithfulness to God only grant 
us comfort and success in our lives. But it does assure us of God’s grace, help and strength in 
times of famine in our family lives, church lives, and whatever that one has set up his mind to 
do. Even though blessings had been promised to Abraham, he still had to endure hardship. 
Therefore, let us not only claim his blessings and think he had an easy life, but he had been 
through much to become the man of whom we read about. And all these characteristics are giv
en to us in our Savior Jesus Christ Who is the Author and the Finisher of our faith. Blessed are 
those who follow the Redeemer and identify themselves with the Gentle Man of Sorrows, the 
great Shepherd of our souls.

7)  “Say you are my sister!” (Verses 11- 14)
Faith must be tested. As our faith is tried, we see God’s promise fulfilled, and this causes our 
faith to grow stronger. The first test of Abram’s faith was his call to leave Ur. Next, he was 
called to leave Haran, and by faith he went to Canaan. God blessed him for that all. By now,  
Abram possibly had employed several hundreds of people who took care of his flocks of sheep 
and goats. All these people depended on Abram for their support. And Abram depended on 
God Who had led him with his household to the land of Canaan. The lives of Abram and his 
household depended on the pasture for their flocks. So they traveled from place to place. And 
now, famine prevailed in Canaan. Many times the flocks would die, and the people starved to 



death. However, the crops and pastures of Egypt, watered by the river Nil had not failed. Since 
there was food there, Abram and his people set out for Egypt. The question here is: Is fear 
good or bad? Actually, it can be a God-given instinct to help us protect ourselves from danger. 
Scientists say that a baby is born with a so-called “fear of release”. Anyway, fear itself also can 
become an even greater danger if one builds on wrong imaginations. We can see this when 
Abram said to Sarah his wife: “Say you are my sister!” because he was afraid that someone 
might kill him to get his beautiful wife. Abram said this in order to deceive people and hide the 
fact that Sarah was his wife. Later, when Pharaoh rebuked Abram, his silence showed that he 
recognized his guilt. Why did Abram do such a thing? Had he forgotten God’s promise to pro
tect him, bless him and make him into a great nation? The truth is, the fear of danger comes to 
all alike. It has kept many from following the Lord when they see that believers are being perse
cuted. On the other hand, the fear of punishment for sins can lead people to follow Christ be
cause they want to get saved. They call on the mercy and salvation of God, as we saw clearly 
after the 11th September of 2001: People were shocked by the situation, and therefore, many 
began to seek God’s protection,  help,  comfort  and salvation.  Likewise,  fear  of  danger  can 
cause us to run to God for His protection or we can allow it to dominate our lives, destroy our 
faith and cause us to do things we know we should not do. That is what happened to the “Fath
er of faith”, Abraham. Let us learn from his victories and be warned also by his mistakes! For 
the mistake of one can become a lesson for others. In addition, perhaps God wanted to teach 
Abram to trust in His care in the land to which He had called him. We have no record that God 
told Abram not to go to Egypt; neither do we have any record that Abram asked God what he 
should do. Was Abram out of God’s will when he was going to Egypt? Let us learn from his ex
ample and know that we should pray for God’s help and guidance in all that we do. For prayer 
is a first choice but not a last chance.

8)  The family problems (Verses 15- 20)
Since the family is ordained by God to be the basic of community and society, Satan does what 
he can to destroy the family relationships. We saw him set brother against brother (Cain and 
Abel), get people to marry on the basis of physical attraction alone (Genesis 6: 4) and make 
sons and daughters disrespectful towards their parents. And now Abram was about to loose his 
wife  because of  her  attractiveness to other  men.  How many homes have these problems, 
today? Sarah was very beautiful. She was sixty-five of age at this time, and she later lived to be 
127 years old. That means, she was at the middle-point of her life when this event occurred. 
Probably, one may think of our time and say: How is this possible? But the truth is, we have 
such events of people getting very old a lot in the Bible. It might be that their year- counting 
differed from ours, today. Our way of counting has been given to us by the Romans and can be 
different from the counting of the years in the ancient world that we are talking about, here. Like 
any other women, Sarah probably enjoyed being admired. Was she a model for others? Or did 
she invite the attraction of men? Did she think it would be nice to be married to someone who 
was a king? Or did she resent the danger in which Abram had placed her? Whatever role the 
human nature played;  the God of Abram was going to protect their marriage and fulfill  His 
promise. Abram’s lack of faith in this situation and his selfish plan and deception had serious 
results. It seems as if Satan had succeeded: The chosen family had left the Promised Land, the 
mother of the promised son had been taken to “King Pharaoh”, and Abram was helpless to do 
anything about it all. It looked as if God’s promise and purpose had failed. Nevertheless, Abram 
learned  through  this  horrible  experience  that  one’s  own  wisdom  is  not  much  for  Satan’s 
strategies. Here it is for us to learn that help and deliverance are to be found with the Lord and 
Him, alone. Who can give us a better protection?! At this crucial moment, however, God inter
vened. Abram had received special favor and riches from Pharaoh. Possibly, he was tempted 
to stay in Egypt and forget all about God’s call. But God sent serious diseases on Pharaoh and 
his household and let it be known that it was because Pharaoh had taken Sarah to be his wife. 
The truth came out. Pharaoh gave Sarah back to Abram, rebuked him for his deception and 
said: “Take your wife and go!” We see here that the good God does not abandon us when we 
get into troubles because of selfish decisions. God is able to heal broken marriages, take care 
of bad situations in our homes, churches and nations and bring us back into His perfect will.  
Many at times, it is our mistakes that we learn to go to God only for guidance and protection 
when we face difficulties. But God has a plan for our lives, just as he had a plan for Abram’s 
life. Therefore, let us trust in Him in all our situations! As Christians we must base our faith on 
the finished work of Christ Jesus and the leading of His Spirit. Could it be that Abram had a cul
ture shock? If you have been a foreigner in other nations where there is no mother or family 
with whom you can share your inner feelings, you may probably sympathize with this family. 
May God help us, especially if we become missionaries in a foreign country!

The well functioning family is a blessing to society. As Christians we should do our best to hold 
together in our families and be as a church a family for all believers. Family life is the basic 



foundation of society and it is the core of fellowship in the church. The love of God and the fel
lowship of the Holy Spirit are first and foremost to be found in the family. Only when our families 
are what they ought to be, can the church and society itself be what they ought to be. In the 
time when the family is under attack, it is more important than ever that we reexamine what the 
family is all about. Genesis 12 is a chapter in the Old Testament that reveals God’s purpose to 
redeem and to save humanity. God intended to have a man who would know, keep and teach 
the ways of the Lord God Almighty. From this man would come a family, from this family would  
come a chosen nation of people who would be separated from the ungodly ways of other na
tions to do God’s will. From this nation later came Jesus Christ, the savior of the world. Have 
you ever thought about what God wants to do with your family? God is the author of marriage; 
He best understands how it works. Therefore the Bible is filled with positive and practical advice 
about marriage and family living. May God bless our marriages, and also those who are coming 
to it in the name of Jesus our Lord!

May I introduce Jesus to you if you have not known Him as your Lord and personal savior? He is there 
for you. He cares for the sparrow and has concern for the lilies, and He really wants to care for you when 

you become a sheep of His pasture. So bring Him your burdens that you bear as we pray together!
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