
Not a Matter of Greatness
(2nd Kings 5:1-14)

1)   Naaman seeks healing for his leprosy
Naaman, a commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great and honourable man in
the eyes of his master. For through him, the Lord had given victory to Syria. He was also a
mighty man of valour, but a leper. Of all his greatness he made a decision based on a captive
young girl from Israel who served Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress: “If only my mas-
ter would see the prophet who is in Samaria, he would be healed from his leprosy.” Therefore,
Naaman told his master, the king, and the king sent him to the king of Israel with a letter con-
cerning his situation. When the king read the letter, he thought that the king of Syria would be
looking for war. He said: “Am I in the position of God Who can take and give life?” Elisha
heard the news and asked the king to send Naaman to him. As Naaman was just arriving at the
door of the prophet Elisha, the prophet sent a messenger to him who said: “Go and wash your-
self seven times in the Jordan River, and your flesh will be restored and you will be clean.”
The historic importance in this story of Elisha instructing Naaman to wash himself in the dirty
Jordan River was first of all a simple demonstration of humility and obedience. And secondly,
both the Israelites and Syrians knew that the Jordan River could not heal leprosy. That was
why Naaman who thought in a practical human way, got a little bit upset. The prophet wanted
Naaman to know indeed that his healing would be miraculously done by God’s grace and
power. But Naaman got angry and went away saying: “I thought that he would surely come
out to me and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me
of my leprosy.” Then, Naaman boasted about the rivers of Damascus that they would be better
than all the waters of Israel. But his servants came near him and spoke to him saying: “My
father, if the prophet would have told you to do something great, wouldn’t you have done it?
How much more then, when he says to you ‘wash and be clean’?” So he went down and
dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God, and his flesh
was restored. It became like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

2)   Don’t limit God by human thinking!
Naaman expected preferential treatment because he was the commander of the Syrian army.
He thought that Elisha would come out in person to greet him and pray for his healing, not
just sending a messenger who would tell him to wash in the dirty river of Jordan. Why should
it be necessary for him to travel from Syria just to be told to go and wash in that dirty river
when he could have just as easily gone to wash in one of the cleaner rivers in his own coun-
try? One of the major reasons that we today do not receive answers from God our Father is
because we have already made our minds about how, when and where we want God to heal us
or answer our prayers. Many times, we set our eyes upon a particular individual and think: ‘If
only I could have this person lay his or her hands on me and pray, I would be healed’. Even
today people go to meetings expecting someone to lay hands on them, to call them by name,
to call their sickness or problems by a word of knowledge, or to minister to them through
some other means of contact. And when things do not happen as they thought they should
then these people go away discouraged. To receive answers to our prayers, we must seek
Christ our Saviour, not formal human thinking. We must have our eyes fixed on Him, not
upon someone else or even our circumstances. We must take God at His promise by setting
our eyes upon Jesus and being willing for God to answer us in any way that He chooses. God
may answer you instantly as you are sitting alone or with your family reading the Bible, driv-
ing on the highway, walking down the street or in your sleep. He may use someone to lay
hands upon you and to pray the prayer of faith or as He did in the case of Naaman. He may
ask you to do something as a step of faith that may even sound foolish in the natural mind.
Let’s use the example of the blind man in John 9. To the disciples of Jesus he was a subject



for theological analysis, for they asked: “Whose sin was that, the man’s or his parents’?” To
his neighbours, he was an unproductive, disabled beggar, and to the Pharisees, he was a per-
son whom they could use to trap Jesus. But when he defended Jesus, they threw him out of
the synagogue. What was the blind man to Jesus? For Jesus, he was a man who needed deliv-
erance. What way did Jesus deliver him? He spit on the ground, mixed it with clay, covered
the mud on the man’s eyes and sent him to go and wash. First of all, the man was blind, and
now mud covered his eyes. Secondly, he had to go to a certain place and wash. Couldn’t Jesus
have used any other way than this? Imagine you bring your sick relative to a church, and the
preacher would use such unexpected ways treating your relative whom you have tried hard to
get him into the church! What would be your reaction? Would you allow God to be the potter
and your relative to be the clay? Or would you let your imagination overrule what God is do-
ing? There was a man in the earlier fifties who was called Smith Wigglesworth. If you read
his books, you will find many of such examples that Wigglesworth did unusual things with
sick people that many were upset about his actions, but at the end, the same people rejoiced.
Historians say that one can disagree with the methods of Wigglesworth, but one can never
deny the results that came out after he was through. God chooses the way He wants to answer
our prayers. The possible reason why He used this method to heal the blind man’s eyes is not
important. But the requirement that the blind man obeyed Jesus’ instructions in order to re-
ceive his healing was that the man was open to any way that God would use to answer his
prayers. God may not answer your prayer instantly, and He may require you to exercise your
faith to believe and trust Him until He completes His plans and thoughts for your future. The
key is in fixing our eyes upon Jesus, acting in faith upon His promises and persevering in faith
until we receive an answer to our prayer. In the case of Naaman, his servants came to him and
convinced him. It is important that leaders do learn to listen to others. In the ancient world,
servants were not allowed to advice leaders. So we can learn from Naaman that he allowed
others who were not of his rank, to advice him. The simplicity, here, is that it is not going
through a ritual that enables us to receive the blessings of God’s healing power. But it is by
doing things in God’s way.  When we understand the meaning of the words “Abena” and
“Pharpar” which were the names of the rivers of Damascus, we begin to see the contrast
between man’s logic and God’s ways. “Abena” means “highest human skill”, and “Pharpar”
means “man-made human knowledge”. Therefore, Naaman wanted to turn to the clear beauti-
ful crystal rivers of man-made, good ideas. But God’s hand was not in there. So no matter
how beautiful it was, he would not receive any answers to his prayers. Let us also not limit
God by our human reasons but receive His Word, believe what He says and do whatever He
asks us to do! For God’s ideas are greater than good ideas. And that means Jordan. Naaman’s
story does also tell us that God is not a despiser of men. And it demonstrates God’s provisions
and His saving grace to all human races.

3)   Sometimes we act like Naaman
We all do sometimes act like Naaman who expected God to require something “great” of him
in order to satisfy His will. But the insight of Naaman’s servants was that God usually calls
people to relatively simple obedience. In the same way, many believers today balk at seem-
ingly insignificant actions like prayer, Bible reading, a kindness to be shown to someone in
need,  keeping one’s  word,  supporting the church,  and other  uncelebrated  behaviours  that
demonstrate compliance with God’s will. Likewise, many people who are not yet Christians
do scorn God’s “simple” requirement of confessing their sinfulness and placing faith in Jesus’
work on the cross for salvation. They say: “Surely, God must require more than that all!” But
the excuses of human reason will lead the people to refuse God’s way of doing things. The
truth is that God is not at all impressed by human greatness; rather, He looks for faithful obed-
ience to what He has asked us to do. What does it say, then, if we minimize His relatively
easy demands as too “small” or too “low”? Jesus said that if we are unwilling to show faith-



fulness in routine every day matters, we cannot expect to be given larger responsibilities. It is
amazing that Naaman, a foreigner, was miraculously delivered from leprosy and converted to
the true God while many lepers in Israel remained unclean. Jesus, Himself, mentioned Naa-
man (Luke 4:27) in order to emphasize that when God’s people disobey God and His Word,
He will take His kingdom from them and raise up others to experience His salvation, right-
eousness and kingdom power. Why? Because He is the possessor of heaven and earth, and all
human beings are unique to Him, Christians or non-Christians.

4)   You are unique
Even though we share many things in common with other people, each one of us is essentially
one of a kind. No-one else has been given exactly the same design as God has made you.
Your face, your finger prints, your voice and your genetic code are matched by no-one else.
God’s hand has crafted you with your personality, your unique set of talents and motivations
and your special bent in life. This leads to the fact that you have a unique purpose. Not only
has God made you, but He has also designed you for His special reasons. He has crafted you
to carry out a unique purpose and mission in life. Like Naaman in a foreign nation, it says that
the Lord had given victory to Syria through him. God uses believers as well as unbelievers.
Therefore, God intended your life to be aimed towards His plan and purposes before He even
created you in your mother’s womb. Ultimately, meaning in life comes from discovering God
Who is the “I am that I am” and made people to become whom He has destined them to be.
There is a unique purpose for your life. That is why you have a responsibility to your creator.
For God created you both to live with Him and to live for Him. The greater tragedy of many
people, today, is that they turn their back on their creator and live unto themselves. But all
will have to give an account unto the Lord for how they have lived their lives. The possessor
of heaven and earth will ask whether or not they have used what He has given them to honour
Him and to fulfil His purpose for their lives. Have you already appreciated God by receiving
Jesus Christ as your personal saviour? If not, think about the uniqueness how God has made
you! He loves you more than words can express, and He wants to have fellowship with you.
He wants to reveal His plan and purpose for your life and wants to let you know the reason
why you are here. It does not matter who you are in life or what you have done in the past.
Give your present to Jesus, and you will have a better future with Him! For God has a purpose
and direction for you. Even right now, things may seem to be slow, perhaps even boring, but
as a person who has Jesus as a friend and saviour you can make today count. Today is the
foundation on which tomorrow will be built. Jesus loves you just as God loved Naaman.

5)   No God in the world except in Israel (2nd Kings 5:15-18)
Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. When he stood before him, Naa-
man said: “Now I know that there is no God in the world except in Israel. Please, accept now
a gift of your servant.” But Elisha said to him: “I will not accept anything”. Why didn’t he
want to accept a gift as a sign of Naaman’s gratitude? It was because God does not offer His
service for a price only to those who can afford it. That was why Elisha felt that it would be
inappropriate for him to profit from what God had done through him. Naaman’s healing was a
merciful act of God which no amount of money could repay. He was under an obligation of a
lifetime devotion to God (Verse 17). Therefore, Naaman asked in humility: “If you will not,
please, let me your servant be given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your ser-
vant will never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other gods”. The story of
Naaman demonstrates God’s providing of His saving power and grace. The truth here is that
God’s grace and salvation were not confined to Israel, but that He desired to have compassion
on all people and lead them to know the One true God. As Paul wrote to Timothy: “I argue
you first of all that requests, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings be made for everyone
for the kings and all those in authority that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godli-



ness and holiness. This is good and pleasing God our Saviour Who wants all men to be saved
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between
God and men, the man Jesus Christ Who gave Himself as a ransom for all men, giving in its
proper time” (1st Timothy 2:2-6). In that spirit Christians, today, pray for presidents, cabinet
members, governors, majors and judges. In fact, a modern prayer of intercession which is be-
ing done in Germany by many denominations taking time once a month to pray has results.
City-wide prayers for leaders and nations recalls what Abraham did when he interceded for
Sodom and Gomorra (Genesis 18:16-33). Can we say that Abraham assumed that his prayers
as a righteous man could preserve a city? In the same way, Paul affirms that we believers are
to pray for communities, cities and nations and let our lifestyle demonstrate what we expect as
results. Revival comes where the church has prepared itself with pure hands and clean hearts.

6)   God’s call means responsibility
It is important to understand what it means to be a Christian, today. To be a Christian does not
make one better than his neighbour or non-Christians. But it means more responsibility to
treat people as God would treat them. Therefore, Christianity is an inward transformation that
manifests its character outwardly. People who have not got to know God, yet, will come to the
saving knowledge of Jesus through our treatment of them. God knows every human being,
and He knows all human abilities in every place where human beings are found. And His de-
sire  is  that  we use our  abilities  to  the  glory  of  His  praise.  The Jewish  maid  servant  in
Naaman’s house evangelised about the God of Israel. First of all, she had been taken captive.
That means she had seen many of her people being killed by this commander. In the land of
bondage, slaves were not allowed to advice anyone- they only had to listen to instructions.
Secondly, she was a woman, and women were not allowed to advice men. In all her adversit-
ies of psychological torment, she was bold enough to testify about her God so that Naeman
should go and be healed by the power of His grace. When was your last time you testified
about God’s goodness to your relatives who don’t know Jesus, yet? If not, could it be that you
are not treating them as God would do? The evidence of this maid’s attitude showed that she
had a very good relationship with Naaman’s  wife and Naaman was an open-hearted  and
friendly head of the house. The servants of Naaman who reasoned, later, with Naaman that he
should go to the river Jordan and wash like the prophet had said, were more faithful with the
little they knew than many people who had been raised in the household of Israel. The talents
that they had from God Who was their Maker, can be seen, here, when they advised their
master and helped to solve his problems. Not so Gehazi, the servant of Elisha (2nd Kings
5:19.20) who had a covetous heart. Even though he had had the opportunity to get close to
God and know better through the prophet, he acted opposite to what was expected of him. He
tried to corrupt God’s gracious act for material prosperity. His transgressions included that he
betrayed his master Elisha, lying to Naaman and Elisha and dishonouring God’s name. For he
said: “As long as God lives, I will go and get something from this man!” Unfortunately, there
are ministers  or  Christians who seek  to enrich themselves and accumulate great  material
abundance by proclaiming Christ’s shared blood, offering salvation to the lost, healing the
sick, or counselling those in distress. But their way of doing it is to make merchandise out of
God’s mercy. They ask for something before they pray for someone. Doing that, they have
turned the riches of Christ into the treasure of Egypt (Hebrews 11:26). At the end of the story
of Gehazi, he became a leper. We Christians, today, must be careful of the theology about
prosperity. The question which we have to ask ourselves is: Did Christ Jesus die to create a
profession for us, or did He die to save mankind? If we do anything above what God wants us
to do, it may not end up well with us. For we will all reap what we sow. Moral and spiritual
choices will have long time results in our lives and even in the lives of our children. My ques-
tion is: In what way are you and I using the name of the Lord? God knows us by name wheth-
er we know Him or not.



7)   God knows you
The Bible teaches that God knows people by their names. This implies that God knows your
name in connection with the skills, talents and abilities which He has designed in you. That
may be hard to imagine. But God is the Author and Enabler of all human abilities. He has giv-
en talents to people simply because He wants to see a certain work done through them in the
world. In the construction of the tabernacle, for example, God filled people like Bezalel and
Aholiab with wisdom, understanding and knowledge by His Spirit, enabling to carry out spe-
cific artistic and functional tasks. Doesn’t this show that God took a strong interest in the
beauty, craftsmanship, materials, artistry, design, function, colours and other specific details
of the work? God didn’t leave the results of His work to a chance. Instead, He gave detailed
instructions to people who did make themselves available to do His will (Exodus 31:1-11).
Like one Ghanaian said: “My mother told me one Bible story in which God spoke through a
donkey.” And that influenced the young man’s life that he knew if he gave his heart to God as
a vessel, God could use him for the purpose with which he had been born. All of this has a
profound implication for our understanding of personal abilities and special gifts from God.
They are not to be taken for granted, viewed with pride, or looked down on when being com-
pared with other people’s abilities. The truth is that all human abilities are designed by God
and matter to Him, whether they are great or small, whether they are in an old or young man,
whether in a “new” or “old” Christian. Do you know what skills God has given you? Are you
using them to glorify His name? Cyprus, the pagan king, was called a “shepherd of God” and
“the Lord’s anointed” (Isaiah 44:28; 45:1). God knows you by name! It  is interesting that
Cyprus made a statement concerning his kingdom that the God of Israel had given him the
kingdoms of the earth and had commanded him to build a temple at Jerusalem (2nd Chron-
icles 36:23). This pagan king who served as a servant of the Lord, allowed the Jews to return
to their land and rebuild the temple. It was probably a shock to the ancient world just as the
Berlin wall coming down in our days. Cyprus, himself, did not worship the God of Israel, but
yet, he acknowledged His presence probably in his life and gave an open testimony about the
God of Israel. The freedom that Cyprus granted to the children of Israel became the fulfilment
of the Word of God which had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah (Chapter 25:12; 29:10).
Is this not a good illustration that God can use various means to accomplish His purpose or to
answer the prayers of His people? Let us be open to God’s way and the simplicity to receive
Jesus as our personal Lord and Saviour, for you matter to God.

8)   You matter to God
In 2nd Kings 7, a story is being told about a great famine that covered Samaria. Hunger and
starvation in the city had reached a point of great desperation. Food was so scarce that a don-
key’s head was sold for eighty shekels of silver. Understanding the ancient culture, the don-
key were considered to be unclean animals and would not be eaten at all expect as a last re-
sort. The horror of starvation had driven the people to cannibalism. Conditions were so dev-
astating that mothers had actually eaten their own babies. The king of Samaria became so en-
gaged over the terrible conditions of the famine, that he swore that he would cut up Elisha’s
head, and he sent one of his men ahead to arrest Elisha (2nd Kings 6:24-33). Because Israel
had departed from the covenant trust in God, His people committed horrible deeds against
their own children during the time of the severe famine. A major result of throwing God and
his Word aside is the loose of family love and affliction. Moses prophesised the consequence
of turning away from God would have chastisement, destructions and great sorrows, captivity
and dispersion among the nations (Deuteronomy 28:15-68). Elisha was not afraid. God had
given him advance information, and he knew that the king and his messenger were on their
way. He was not fearfully regarding his circumstances or concerning the famine. His eyes
were set upon the Maker of heaven and earth, the Giver of all things. In the midst of his natur-



al and supernatural conflict within him, God gave him a prophetic message and a promise of
deliverance for the people of Samaria. Therefore, Elisha said: “Hear the Word of the Lord;
this is what the Lord says: ‘Tomorrow about this time, a measure of fine flower will be sold
for a shekel and two measures of barley for a shekel in the gate of Samaria’”. What Elisha
was saying in our modern day language was that shortage of food would end, soon, and food
prices would be dropped to a normal level. But there was a captain who served as the adviser
of the king. He challenged Elisha and said: “If the Lord will open the windows of heaven,
could these things be?” Elisha answered: “You will see it with your eyes, but you will not eat
of it.” Whenever any prophetic message from God is being given, it will always be challenged
by those who are full of unbelief. In these incidents, the captain would not receive the proph-
etic promise because he had already placed limitations upon what God could do. According to
his own natural mind, he could not believe that God was able to fulfil His promises and that
God would supernaturally provide the flour and the barley which they needed even if God
opened the windows of heaven and rain it down. But the captain’s unbelief did not shake
Elisha. It did not cause him to waver or wonder if he had really heard from God. Neither did
Elisha compromise the message which he had heard from God to make it more acceptable to
the ears of the man. He just told the captain that he would not have a part in it. And this is
what unbelief will do to anyone who refuses to accept the simplicity of the Gospel. Unbelief
will blind us from seeing what God wants to do with our lives. And it will block us from re-
ceiving God’s promises into our hearts and stop us from stepping out in faith to appreciate
God in the circumstances in which we find ourselves. Deliverance for the people in Samaria
came through God’s supernatural intervention. In one day, without them even lifting their
sword,  God did supernaturally put their enemies into flight,  and there was a supernatural
transfer of the wealth of the Syrians into their hands. Forgetful nameless lepers in the situation
of famine could just imagine how their  end would be. For  only when their relatives had
enough to eat for themselves, they could supply for them the lepers. To be a leper meant to be
an outcast. In the midst of this tragedy, they decided that if they stayed where they were, they
would die. So they decided to go to the Syrian camp to ask for food. The idea was that either
they would sympathize and give them food and if not they would kill them so they could die
faster. These four lepers were not important people to society. Probably, their own families
had forgotten them. But the truth is, they mattered to God. And they were the people whom
God used to fulfil His Word that He had spoken through His servant Elisha. On the lepers’
way to the camp, the Syrians were so stroke with terror that God even caused them to hear a
noise of a multitude of men and horses. And they, too, thought that the king of Israel would
have sent the kings of the Hittites and the Egyptians to fight against them. The situation is un-
derstandable because they camped outside Damascus. The Syrians would have been between
the Hittites from the north and the Egyptians from the South. And in their imaginations, they
probably feared already this danger. So when the four lepers marched into the camp of the
Syrians, fear stroke them and they ran away for their lives, thinking their end would have
come. So the four lepers found silver, gold, food, clothes and any good thing they could ever
have dreamed of. It was like today Afghanistan born soldiers reaching a camp of the well-de-
veloped nations where they have anything just as they would need in their home land. So the
four lepers started eating, drinking and rejoicing, and one of them realized that this day for
them was a day of good news. Therefore, he said: “What we are doing is not good. We should
go  quickly  and  tell  the  king’s  men!”  So  they  went  and  told  the  king’s  men  what  had
happened. After the king had sent some servants to verify what the lepers had said, he found it
was true. Then, the people rushed out of the city into the Syrian camp, and the little they
brought into Samaria ended up to become the abundance of what the prophet Elisha had
prophesised, before, to the glory and honour of God’s praise. The question of thought is, the
lepers could have kept everything for themselves because they were already outcasts. But they
didn’t. Instead, they passed the good news to their people. Are we keeping God’s goodness



from others because they mistreat us? Wouldn’t it be interesting to read whether the king and
his people of Samaria did even say thanks to the lepers? Have we stopped doing things that
we know God has called us to do just because people did not appreciate us? What counts is,
you matter to God!
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